
On October 4, 2022, Niu Valley Middle 
School (NVMS) opened its new World 
Language Center. The building has 
four classrooms for English as a second 
language, Japanese, and Mandarin courses. 
The opening of this building exemplifies 
NVMS’s priority to broaden its students' 
horizons and knowledge about the world 
through learning different languages.

Construction on the World Language 
Center started in August 2019 and finished 
this summer. The total cost for the design 
and construction was $6.8 million. Senator 
Chang worked with Representative Mark 
Hashem to secure the funding in the State 
Legislature. The building is equipped 
with 21st-century technology including 
movable furniture, whiteboards, lanais, and 
environmentally conscious architecture 
with good airflow and ventilation—modern 
classrooms for students preparing for 
the modern world. Dean Sakamoto, the 
architect for the World Langauge Center 
said that "Better designed classrooms will 
provide healthier, more sustainable and 
joyful places of learning," and that he plans 
to use similar conscious construction for 
other school buildings in the future.

According to the State Department of 

Education, Niu Valley is “the only public 
middle school that requires all students to 
take a World Language course.” Living in 
Hawai‘i, we are exposed to many different 
cultures, putting us in a lucky position to 
shape our students into global citizens. 
NVMS’s new World Language Center 
is another step toward better preparing 
our kids for the challenges of a new and 
changing world.

As the world becomes more interconnected, 
it is even more vital for students to learn 
about other cultures and languages. NVMS 
follows the IB curriculum and offers the 
Middle Years Programme (curriculum 
for students 11–16). The Middle Years 
Programme emphasizes the importance 
of students making connections between 
what they learn in school and how they can 
be applied in the real world. This building 
shows the growth of the IB program at 
NVMS and NVMS’s dedication to bettering 
the learning experiences of its students.

Principal Laura Ahn thanked former NVMS 
principals Justin Mew and Sean Tajima, 
State Representative Mark Hashem, and 
Senator Stanley Chang for their support. 
Congratulations Niu Valley Middle School 
on your new World Language Center!
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 CALL US

808-586-8420
 EM AIL US

Stanley Chang
Senator, District 9 (D) 
senchang@capitol.hawaii.gov

Lynn Robinson-Onderko
Office Manager 
l.robinson-onderko@capitol.
hawaii.gov

Katerina Im
Newsletter Editor
kim23@punahou.edu

 HANDY CONTACT S

State Pothole Hotline
808-586-7852

City Pothole Hotline
808-768-7777

State Homelessness 
gov.homelessness@hawaii.gov

808-586-0193

City Homelessness 
complaints@honolulu.gov

808-768-4381

Abandoned Vehicles
808-733-2530

Building Permits
808-768-8000

Trash Collection
808-768-3200

Street Light Repair
808-768-5300
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World Language Center 
Opens at Niu Valley 
Middle School



IN  T HE  COMMUNI T Y

NATIONAL VETERAN AND 
MILITARY FAMILIES MONTH
Since 1996, each November we 
celebrate National Veteran and 
Military Families Month. This 
month is a time to remember and 

thank our military families for their 
tremendous sacrifices. Military 
families care for all Americans in 
their work to sustain our fighting 
forces, protecting the nation's 
security and safety.

November 11 is Veteran's Day, but 
we should take the whole month to 
express our gratitude to our armed 
forces, veterans, and their families.

You can honor Veterans by:
• Thanking veterans for their 

service
• Allowing them to tell their stories
• Showing appreciation for families 

of veterans
• Being respectful when talking to 

veterans
• Writing a letter to a veteran or 

serving military member
• Taking a veteran out for coffee 

or lunch
• Donating to a cause that 

supports veterans
• Supporting veteran-owned 

companies

For stories on how Americans 
honor our veterans, visit: defense.
gov/Spotlights/Honoring-Our-
Veterans

STUDENT DEBT RELIEF
President Biden recently 
announced his plan to relieve 
student debt for working and 
middle-class borrowers. As loan 
payments resumed this January, 
after the height of the pandemic, 

the Administration is working 
on helping the most vulnerable 
borrowers continue from the 
effects of the pandemic.

Borrowers earning an individual 
income of less than $125,000 or 
a household income of less than 
$250,000 in 2020 or 2021 are 
eligible for relief under the Biden 
Administration's plan. Federal 
Student Loan borrowers can 
receive up to $10,000 in relief, and 
Pell Grant recipients can receive 
up to $20,000 in relief.

This plan is aimed at helping the 
middle class get back on their 

feet, as 90% of relief money will 
go to borrowers who earn less 
than $75,000 per year, and no 
borrowers earning over $125,000 
will not receive relief. 40M people 
are eligible, and 8M people have 
already applied for relief.

Apply for student debt relief in less 
than five minutes at studentaid.
gov/debtrelief/apply!

"Debt relief applies only to loan 
balances you had before June 30, 
2022. Any new loans disbursed on 
or after July 1, 2022 are not eligible 
for debt relief."

SLOW DOWN, MOVE OVER LAW
Every year, emergency responders, including 
tow truck providers, die on the side of the 
road while helping others. The Slow Down, 
Move Over law requires drivers to slow down 
and move a lane over (if possible) to protect 
our emergency responders. Next time you 
see a stopped emergency or stalled vehicle, 
remember to slow down and move over!

Ph
ot

o 
C

re
di

t: 
U.

S.
 N

av
y

Ph
ot

o 
C

re
di

t: 
G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es

Ph
ot

o 
C

re
di

t: 
H

on
ol

ul
u 

St
ar

 A
dv

er
tis

er



The State of Chinese 
Americans Survey
WHAT IS THE SURVEY?

Columbia University and 
Committee of 100 recently 
opened applications for their joint 
survey on “The State of Chinese 
Americans.”

Research from the survey 
will provide data on Chinese 
Americans' demographics, 
economics, health, and 
sociopolitical situations. This data 
will be used for policymakers and 
the public to better understand the 

status and needs of the Chinese 
American community, which may 
aid in the creation or adaptation of 
politics, programs, and services.

WHO IS CONDUCTING THE SURVEY?

The Columbia China Center 
to Social Policy is a part of 
Columbia University's School 
of Social Work in New York, 
New York. The China Center is 
"a hub for innovation and action 
on social welfare in China and 
for Chinese societies around 
the world." Through research, 
education, and social policy 
debates, the Columbia China 
Center aims to spark more 
conversations about social policy 
in China and the world.

The Committee of 100 is a 
nationwide non-profit leadership 
organization of distinguished 
Chinese Americans. The 
organization focuses on public 

policy, civic engagement, and 
philanthropy. They also promote 
the participation of Chinese 
Americans in American culture 
and the improvement of U.S.-
China relations.

HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE?

All adults who identify as 
Chinese Americans are eligible 
to participate in the study. The 
online survey is conducted in 
English, simplified Chinese, and 
traditional Chinese. The survey is 
anonymous, and you can fill it out 
at bit.ly/ChineseAmericanSurvey.

For more information, a virtual 
webinar is being hosted on 
November 3 from 1–2 pm EST, 
which will include an overview 
of the project as well as a Q&A 
session. To register, go to tinyurl.
com/casurveywebinar. Email 
swchinesesurvey@columbia.
edu with any other questions.

Running in November
Looking to run more? November 
is the perfect month! Here are 
some upcoming running events 
near District 9:

VAL NOLASCO 1/2 MARATHON

Sunday, November 13, 5:30 a.m. 
• Kapi‘olani Park (start and finish) 
to Wailupe Circle • $75 (cash) 
until November 11, $85 (cash) on 
race day • 808racehawaii.com/
races/running-room-val

KAIWI COAST RUN & WALK (4 MI)

Sunday, November 20, 6:45 
a.m.- 9:00 a.m. • Sandy Beach 
Park to Hui Nalu Canoe Club 
on Maunalua Bay (shuttle will 
beprovided for parking because 
the run is not a loop) • $50 for 
adults 65+ and children 12 & 
under, $60 for all others, register 
by November 11 online or on race 
day in person, limited to 3,000 
participants •  Benefits Hui Nalu 
Canoe Club • kaiwicoastrun.org

HOMEWARD BOUND 5K

Thursday, November 24 
(Thanksgiving), 8:00 a.m. • 
Mānoa Valley District Park or 
virtually on a course of your 
choice • $35 (in-person packet 
pickup) and $45 (packet shipped) 
until November 18, $45 (in-
person packet pickup) until 
November 20, no on-site day-of 
registration • IHS and Punahou 
Girls' Cross Country Team set up 
the race to benefit Hawai‘i's most 
vulnerable and end homelessness • 
ihshawaii.org/hb5k

MOV ING FOR WA RD
Ph

ot
o 

C
re

di
t: 

a 
ru

nn
er

Ph
ot

o 
C

re
di

t: 
ev

en
ts

.c
om

Ph
ot

o 
C

re
di

t: 
G

ive
 S

m
ar

t

Im
ag

e 
C

re
di

t: 
Fr

ee
Pi

k



Hawai‘i State Capitol, Room 226
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813

FROM THE OFFICE OF 

SEN AT OR S TA NL E Y  CH A NG

YOUR CONCERN S

APPLICATIONS OPEN: 
HAWAI‘I STATE YOUTH 
COMMISSION

Climate change, a recession, a pandemic, and the 
rise of the largest social movements in decades. This 
is the reality of today's young people. As we move 
forward together to advance our island community, 
we have a duty to ensure the next generation of 
young people don't deal with the issues of today. 
This is your chance to make a difference. The Hawai‘i 
State Youth Commission (HiYC) was established to 
"Advise the governor and legislature on the effects of 
legislative policies, needs, assessments, priorities, 
programs, and budgets concerning the youth of the 
State." The 15 Youth Commission members (ages 

14–24) are appointed by the Governor, the Senate 
President, and the Speaker of the House, and the 
current membership includes representation from 
Kaua‘i, O‘ahu, Lana‘i, Moloka‘i, Maui, and the Island of 
Hawai‘i.

For more information, visit humanservices.hawaii.
gov/blog/hawaii-state-youth-commission. 
Applications for three spots are now being accepted. 
To apply, visit forms.ehawaii.gov/pages/board-
survey, click on the Department of Human Services 
Tab, and select "Youth Commission."

The commissioners will be selected by the Governor, 
Senate President, and House Speaker. The new 
commissioners selected will serve terms of two years, 
and will be filling positions for members whose terms 
come to an end on June 30, 2024.


